




Minuteman Regional High 
School English Language Arts 

MCAS Analysis, Goals, 
Targets, Rationale



MCAS Advanced & Proficient
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MCAS English/Language Arts 
Test

Frameworks = 27 Standards
14 standards used 2001-06

Multiple Choice (37 questions)
Open-Response (4 questions)
-----------------------------------------------------------
Long Composition = Topic Development

English Conventions



MCAS English/Language Arts 
Test

Evaluation Categories
Advanced
Proficient
Needs Improvement
Failure (high)
Failure (low)



Minuteman Strengths
2004-2006

• Advanced + Proficient = up
• Needs Improvement + Failing = down
• Multiple Choice = consistent 
• Open-Response = improving (up 5%)
• Composition = Topic Dev. = inconsistent

Conventions = steady



Minuteman Concerns

• 2-4% points below state average in all tested categories

• Topic Development in Long Composition and Open 
Response questions 

• Most Frequently Tested Learning Standards
Standard 13 = nonfiction
Standard 8  =  identify facts and basic ideas

• Most Frequently Tested Standards that need work  
Standard 4  correct use of vocabulary
Standard 13 nonfiction
Standard 14 poetry



What to do?

• Open-Response practice 
http://www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/student/

• Nonfiction/Informational
• Library databases for trade-specific 

readings
• Reading Across the Curriculum 
• Collins Writing types I-III
• Vocational Journals


